[Coronary artery reoperation utilizing "free" gastroepiploic artery].
A 57-year-old female underwent coronary artery bypass reoperation successfully by utilizing the free gastroepiploic artery (GEA) graft in combination with the in situ left internal mammary artery (IMA) graft. The left IMA was anastomosed to the left anterior descending artery and the "free" GEA was anastomosed to the left IMA proximally and to the first diagonal branch distally. The patient recovered well with a disappearance of angina. Postoperative angiogram at 6 weeks showed good patency of both grafts and improvement of left ventricular contraction was obtained. Thus, GEA can be utilized not only as an "in situ" graft, but also as a "free" graft, effectively.